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Teaching Philosophy 

 As a performer and teacher, I find the many aspects involved in performing both fascinating and 
challenging. My teaching philosophy is based on encouragement and motivation by creating a positive, 
supportive, and pleasant learning environment for my students. I believe these are key elements in the 
learning process. As a teacher, I am constantly thinking about what each student needs in order to excel 
while enjoying the experience. Technical elements are approached while taking into consideration 
psychological effects that may influence their performances. I believe that my role is to create a 
welcoming learning environment while providing the tools to develop their vocal abilities. Through this 
process, I pursue three main goals: 
 
Increase self-confidence 
 
 While many of the students come to me with some previous experience in choral singing, most of 
them are quite shy. Few have never sung in front of people before. With that in mind, I always try to 
make them feel like they are not complete beginners as everyone has sung at least in the shower at some 
point in their lives. Another point I try to make is that there is always room for improvement. Students 
expect me to have all the answers and I always tell them that I may have more experience, but that we will 
learn together along the way. Teamwork is essential for our success. Self-assessment is very important 
along the process. I ask students to look in the mirror, dance while singing, do funny things such as imitate 
Julia Child while in the classroom. All these little things prove to be quite effective and at the end of the 
semester they are more confident and show great improvement not only in their singing, but also on the 
way they carry themselves. 
 
Bring self-awareness while learning how to be kind to yourself 
 
 Throughout the teaching process I challenge my students to make an honest evaluation of their 
posture, body and also of their improvement. I ask them to record listen to their lessons with a kind 
approach. I believe that there is no wrong way of doing things, but perhaps a better and more efficient 
approach. This requires an honest, but yet kinder way of looking at oneself. I try to be supportive and 
show my students that this discovery journey can be exciting. Throughout the semester, I have group 
lessons with all my students. In these occasions they have the opportunity to perform in front of other 
people and see each other’s progress. They are also asked to give some feedback. For instance, in few 
occasions students started their comments with a complimentary good job and went on to talk about 
something we have discussed in our lessons and thought it could be helpful to their classmates. It is quite 
interesting to see how much students learn from this experience and also that their comments are always 
constructive. Students learn how to be kinder to themselves and others. 
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Pleasant experience while learning 
 
 There many technical elements involved in the process of singing what can be quite 
overwhelming. As a teacher, it is my responsibility to introduce and implement all technical aspects of 
singing in my teaching. The challenge is to do this without blocking the natural musicianship of the 
student and also their excitement about singing. The most effective way I found to do this is to work for 
half of our time in technical matters and the other half we work on repertoire. The most important thing is 
to choose repertoire that will bring joy to the student. I have students share their musical taste and then 
ask about songs they would like to sing. Sometimes they will ask me if they can sing a Broadway song 
and I try to accommodate as long it is within their capabilities. Singing songs that they love always shows 
to be very effective. I also implement fun elements to get the results I am looking for. 
  
 As a teacher, I truly believe that these three goals are important to optimize student’s success. 
Throughout the process I often see students transitioning from somewhat shy and introverts into confident 
and self- assured individuals. Once I had a physics student who was so shy that she could barely say her 
name out loud in her first lesson. After months in my studio, singing, dancing, giggling I had earned her 
trust and saw a different person when she performed in front of the class for her final performance. She 
was glowing! Whether or not my students will become a singer, a doctor or even a lawyer this personal 
experience can be taken and translated into their careers. 
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